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Llanfyllin Poor Law Union



Following the introduction of the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834, the Llanfyllin
Poor Law Union came into being on 16 February 1837. Local landowner, Martin
Williams, was appointed Chairman of the Board of Guardians and local solicitor,
Humphrey Lloyd Williams was appointed Clerk.

The newly elected Guardians lost no time in resolving to build a new workhouse,
capable of housing 250 paupers.

The building was completed in early 1839 and the Guardians considered the
appointment of a Master and Matron. This was to be a joint appointment and a
married couple was required.

At their meeting of 5 March 1839, the Guardians decided to appoint William Jones
and his wife, Ann, to be Master and Matron.
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Previously, William had been clerk to Humphrey Lloyd Williams in his Solicitor’s
practice.



William and Ann duly moved into the new Master’s House together with their family.

William, Ann
and their
children,
together with
Williams's
sister Amelia
are recorded in
the 1841
census ......

From 1841 to 1842, William and Ann’s daughter, Maria, was also employed in the Workhouse
as the Schoolmistress. Little is recorded about this appointment.

William and Ann did not
get off to a very good
start ....




Within a few weeks, William and Ann had taken control and had the
confidence of the Guardians ....

There is no record of William having a problem with the inmates. However
the Guardians were a different matter ....

By 1843, William is on record as having provided “exemplary service”.



This arrangement was short-lived

because Ann died early in 1843.

William suggested to the Guardians that his sister, Amelia, could fulfil the role of Matron.
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The Guardians wrote to the Poor Law Commissioners for clarification and the
Commissioners advised that ....
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The Guardians responded by agreeing that under normal circumstances the appointment
was for man and wife.

However they pointed out that in this case the circumstances were exceptional in that
William Jones had given exemplary services as Master and Amelia Jones had already been
acting as Matron during the period of Ann’s ill-health.
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In response to a further enquiry from the Commissioners, the Guardians reported ....
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The Commissioners commented that they had no objection to this additional
appointment.



In October 1844, William and Amelia informed the Guardians of their intention to
resign.
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In November 1847, the clerk to the Board of Guardians, Humphrey Lloyd Williams,
resigned. The Guardians appointed William Jones as temporary clerk ....
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.... and within a few weeks, confirmed the appointment.
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By 1851, William had remarried and taken up residence with his enlarged family in High
Street, Llanfyllin. The 1851 Census shows ....
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Along with his duties as Clerk to the Guardians, William also became Registrar of Births
Marriages and Deaths.



In 1853, Amelia returned to the Workhouse as Seamstress

At an inspection of the school in 1835, Amelia was described as ‘Industrial
Schoolmistress’ as she as required to teach basic domestic skills to the girls. Her talents
must have been recognised as she as given an increase in salary!

Amelia died in 1856 and a new seamstress was appointed.




As Clerk to the Board of Guardians, William had frequent and regular
correspondence with the Poor Law Commissioners in London. He was
required to forward copies of many of the resolutions of the Board and to
seek official sanction when necessary.

Number of Pauper Lunatics in England and Wales maintained
YEARS during the last Five Years, and the Cost of
2l their Maintenance
ended” | v
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Correspondence covered many

diverse aspects of workhouse life. |

I

ad  Wa

He was also responsible for
submitting the numerous statistical
returns required by the
Commissioners. For example:
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Workhouse diet

Circumstances of individual
paupers

Behaviour of staff



and even emigration!

In 1869, William Jones tendered his resignation as Clerk to the Guardians, taking effect
in March 1870.

However by this time he had been appointed Superintendent Registrar of Birth
Marriages and Deaths.



The 1871 Census records William and family still living in High Street ...

NI

It is interesting to note that William’s son, also William, has been appointed Registrar of

Marriages and another son, Thomas Aubrey, was employed by the Guardians as a Relieving
Officer.

In November 1872, Thomas Aubrey Jones got married ...

MARRI AG LES. .
Josts—ERWARDS—Nov, 2., ob the In.l(»pmu]'; ut h"‘ﬁ;‘wl,

Linuszinttivald, by Veene, by the Rev, Hu i Junes, Thomas'
Awbeey dowes, son of Mr Willi s dones, Penybryn, Llasf lin,
to sy, thicd duugater of Mr Edwards, Casmawr, Llaarlioady,
Denbichshire, '

However his appointment as Relieving Officer was short lived and he resigned in December
1872. The Guardians noted ....




A year later William Jones died.

The funeral took place on 19 December 1873.

FuNeERAL or THE rate MR Wrinoiax JoNES.—The
funeral of the late Mr William Jones, Penybryn, in this
town, took place on Friday, Dec. 19th, and was the largest
and most respectable we hive seen for a long period. T'he
shutters were put on the shops and the blmds Wers arawn
over the windows of n« allv 21l the houses in town as Q
mark of respect. Before starting, the Rev. Isaac Jones,
Wesleyan minister, read portions of seripture and prayed ;
and after going to church the Rev. Canon Williams went
throngh the service in a very impressive mauner. The
deceasad, for a areat number of years, held one of the most
reqpvctable positions in the town, He was one of the
oldest capital hurgesses, and had been elected bailiff of the
horough of s _veral dxﬁerent years, and always discharied
the functions of that ottice in & most admirable manner.
He met with an accident over two vears ago, and has since
been confined Lo the house and unable to take any activo
part in public matters, He was greatly respected by a
laree circle of friends, ‘




In 1877, the posts of Master and Matron of the Llanfyllin Union Workhouse became vacant
on the resignation of James Anderson and his wife.

Amongst the applicants were Thomas Aubrey Jones and his wife, Mary.
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The appointment was closely contested, but finally ...
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In 1881, William’s widow, Jane, and son, William, were still living in the family home at

Penybryn, Llanfyllin ....
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.... and Thomas Aubrey Jones, wife, Mary, and four children were in residence in the

Workhouse ...
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The meetings of the Board of Guardians together with

other reports concerning the workhouse regularly

appeared in the press.

The Master, Thomas Aubrey Jones, was often mentioned.

LLANFYLLIN.

Porice Court, TuEspAY.—Before C. R. Jones
Fsq., John Lewis was brought up in custody of
P.C. Meredith, charged by Mr. F. Aubrey Jones
Master of the Workhouse, with refusing to work.
Sentenced to seven days hard labour.

MUNICIPAL BrLmorion —Mha alantian an Wadmnna

Appearances in Court
(1893)

clothes.

LLANFYLLIN.

e
y
vb
's{ MiscriEvous.—On Morday, at the Borough Police
s, | Court, before the Mayor (J. Marshall Dugdale, Esq.,)
y | William Grinsmith, a tramp, was brought up in
¥ | custody of P.S. Meredith charged by Mr. T. Aubrey
le § Jones, master of the Workhouse, with tearing his

The Mayor said he intended making an

)¢ | example of defendant and would send him to gaol
*t | for fourteen days with hard labour.
d Mvyvrrixn Tirerarvy SocreTv.—A verv eniovable
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TrEAT.—On Saturday last the inmates of
Union were kindly entertained by Mr. and Mrs. J4
Marshall Dugdale. Having done ample justice
an excellent tea provided for theMl, tho- inm
adjourned to an adjoining room where a hea
laden and well illuminated Christmas tree await#!"
TIN18 Trava ba e

tily decorateu for ti.e occasion by Master Heb®
Jones, the Misses Norah and Ethel Jones and Mif
Wanlin, Amongst the useful artioles distribute®
were shawls, scarfs, mufflers, &c., the children X¢°
ceiving various toys and sweets. The tree havi®®
been stripped and removed, the programme of "
entertainment was opened by Mr. J, F. Corball¥
with “ Molly Molone,” followed by Mr. J. H. y
with “ Bally in our Alley.” The play entitlé?
“ Abon Hassan the Wag,” or who won the waS‘ Y
was then commenced, the several characters beiP®
personated in good style by the following:
Harown, the Chalif, Efa Bonuor Maurice; Me o
gm Slavei[Gemld Dufdalz;m.luon Hassan, Dick
onnor aurice; the , Ha Bonr
Maurice and Trevor Bonnor Miurice ;rr%ubaydﬂh"’(
the Chalifess, Mary Bonnor Maurice; Nugh®
Abon's Wife, Evelyn Kingsford; the Nurse. B¥
Dugdale. At the conclusion of the entertainme? i
the master, Mr. T. Aubrey Jones, on behalf of t9°
inmates and the friends present proposed a h
vote of thanks to Mr.and Mrs. Marshall Dugd
for this their annual treat, a treat which W&
always looked forward to and thoroughly enjOY’d 8
by the inmates, and he considered this year's gres?
as good as any they had ever had. wo
seconded by one of the Guardians. :
Dugdale in responding, on behalf of himself #
Mre. Marshall Dugdale, said it was always a grf*' ¢
pleasure to them to do all they could for the pod"
in this case the greater part of the work had falle?
on Mrs. Marghall Dugdales shoulders. He hol
that Mrs. Bonnor Maurice, who had now'come .tﬂ
live amongst them, would often be seen tal
part in these entertainments. He could not 0%
clude his few remarks without thanking the 3

-
.

of the Union for his very kind and valuable ass® ;
tance, they had always found him ready to mﬁ )
them half-way, and he always did his utmost® | |
agsist them, A
LLANFYLLIN. be
CougsiNe Mrering.—By the kind permission of | G
Mr W. A. Pughe, a coursing meeting took place on l‘)‘a

Tuesday on Moelfronllwyd, Liaethbwlch, and the
adjoining farms. The following gentlemen agted th
as stewards :—Messrs T Roberts, junr., Abernaint; ha
Edward Lodwick, Wm Rees, Wm Roberts, Efely- | ob
cwm ; John Ellis, Coedsiencyn; R Vaughan, Hand | re
Ing, Llanchaiadr; W. Roberts, Glanfeiglo; G R |lo
Davies, Dolwar Hall; Richard Jones, T B Edw_ards, Tt
Griffith Morris, Maesllymystyn, E Evans, Railway | w:
lnn, Penybontfawr; H Williams, Glanpwll; Joha | T}
Roberts, W Jones, Eagle Vaults, LIapsamﬁra.nd.
Some excellent sport was witnessed durm_g the day,
about 20 hares were put up and .three k:lled.. At
one o’clock a free lunch was provided on the top of | mi
Llaetbbwlch Hill, and about three hundred PeOple w
avai.ed themselves of this welcome break in the ('!‘
proceedings. In the evening a dinner took place vil
at the Eagle Hotel, when a large number sat down Gr
to a bonntiful spread.  Mr Thomas Aubrey Joues K¢
presided, the vice-chair being occupied by Mr Lv.an Re
Watkins. Some excellent songs were sung during | J.
the evaning, and the usual toasts were honoured.
Three hearty cheers were given for Mrand Mrs
Davies, the host anq‘ Lostess. % me
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Christmas festivities
(1894)

R oS -
great enthusiasm.

CHRISTMASTIDE AT THE WORKHOUSE.—The usual
Christmas dinner of roast beef and plum pudding
was given to the inmates on Curistmas Day, and
was highly ¢njoyed. No pains had been spared by
the Master and Matron, Mr. and Mrs. Jones, to
make the day bright and cheerful for the inmates—
On Tuesday, Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Dugdale gave
their annual entertainment to the inmates. The
following ladiesand gentlemen were among those
present:—Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Dugda]e and
family, Mrs. Bonnor-Maurice, Mr. :md‘.\hss Lomax,
Miss Hayhurst, Miss Leslie, and the Misses Perrott.
The inmates sat down to tea at 5 o'clock, and after
tea much amusement was caused by t‘he crackers
which was distributed among them. 'l‘.ach inmate
also received a present suitable to his or her age
from the artisic and well laden Christmas tree
which had been provided. Afterwards a concert
was given. The inmates were neatly dressed for
the occasion, and presented a very pleasant and
happy appearance. The varions rooms, t00, were
beautifully decorated. This part of the arrange-
ments was under the superintendance of the Master
and Matron (Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey Jones). At the
conclusion Mr. Aubrey Joues, in a few felicitous
and well-chosen words, thanked Mr. and Mrs.
Dugdale, on behalf of the inmates, for the extreme
kindness in giving that annual entertainment to
relieve the monotony of the lives of the inmates.—
Mr. Dugdale suitably responded.—It is needless to
say that the inmates spent a thoroughly enjoyable
evening, and they have now come to look forward
to Mr. Dugdale’s treat day as one of the red letter
days of the year.

Social event
(1896)
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BOARD OF GUARDIANS.—THURSDAY.

Present: Mr Robert Roberts (chairman), Capt.
D. H. Mytton, Messrs William Roberts, Robert
Richards, Wm. Jones, Geo. Kempster, R Owen, D.
Jones-Vaughan, D. Evans, G. Jones, Thos. Roberts,
Evan Roberts, Ellis Williams, Thomas Jones, Evan
Roberts, Wm. Moreton, W. A. Jehu, Robert Roberts
(Llanfechain), 8. Thomas, John Jones, Thos. Morris,
John Ashford, Charles Buckley, Evan Jones, R.
Turner, Thomas Jones, D. Joaes, with Mr W. A,
Pughe (clerk).

{ CHAIRS FOR INMATES.

The Master said that Mr Lomax had kindly pro-
vided ten very comfortable cushioned arm chairs
for use in the sick wards.—On the motion of Mr
Geo. Kempster, seconded by Mr Wm. Roberts, it
was decided that the best thanks of the Board be
tendered to Mr Lomax for his kindness.

FOOTBALL. :

The Master reported that at the request of the
chairman he had purchased a football for the boys
at a cost of 7s. Mr Bircbham and several members
of the Couucil defrayed the cost.

INCREASE OF SALARY.

The Master (Thomas Aubrey Jones) applied for
an increase in his owa salary and that of the
matron.—Mr William Jones moved that notice be
given.—Mr Geo, Kempster said that they had a full
Board, and it would be better to settle it now that
80 many Guardians were present.—The Chairman
moved that the applicatioﬁ was out of order, notice
not having been given.—Mr William Roberts moved
that the application be proceeded with; this was
seconded by Mr Robert Richards.—Mr William
Jones said that the ochairman had moved it
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Increase in salary
(1897)

-

out of order, and it would be discourteous on
their part to go against the rnling of the chair.—
The Chairman said he was willing to go on with it
if it was the wish of the majority of the Board.—
Mr. Jobn Jones said he would give notice that the
question be brought on at the next Board.—Mr.
George Kempster: If the Chairman did his duty
he would move you out of order.—Mr. Robert
Richards moved that the application be granted,
and that the salary be increased. The Master and
Matron had been in their service for 20 years, and
they had never had to make any complaint against
them. ‘There was not a Ugion in the whole
county where the Master and Matron had been
so long in service. Since the Master was appointed
his duties bad considerably increased, and very
often he had very difficult matters to conterd
with. The porters were continually leavirg, and
he had to attend to their work. He was
doiog so now. He had always had excellent
reports from the Government Inspectors, and he
moved that the salaries be increased.—Mr David
Evaus gaid he endorsed all that Mr Richards had
said and he seconded the motion.—Mr W. Roberts
proposed that the salaries be increased by £20.—
Captain Mytton seconded this, and said that they
had both proved excellent officers. It was, he
thought, a matter of economy for the Board to keep
them in their service and they should increase
their sa lary to show that they appreciated their
conduct.—Mr William Jones opposed the application
and said it had been brought forward rather
suddenly. The salary was at preseut within £5 to
that of their worthy Clerk. He proposed that they
do not meedle with the salaries at present.—Mr
Evan Roberts seconded.—The amendment (that
the salary be left as it was) was put to the vote
when eight members voted for it, and thirteen
voted for the salary to be increased by £20.—Mr
Evan Roberts said he did not understand the
motion, he thought it was only to decide, to discuss
the question. — He proposed that the salaries
be increased by £10, that is £5 each.—This was
seconded by Mr Charles Jones.—Captain Mytton
said it ought certainly to be a £20 increase. A
deduction bas lately been made under the super-
annuation scheme which would eventually relieve
the Guardians of providing pensions. An increase
of £20 was not too much.—On being put to the
vote 13 voted for an increase of £20 and 14 fer £10
increase.—The latter was declared carried.
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Parish Room on December 10th, and that Lord = A;POE‘;'T;E;;-O;“;OBB‘;;I:.V .

Powis had eent a number of pheasants for the use There were 10 applications for the office of porter
of the inmates.—On the motion of Mr Kempster, at the Workhouse at the yearly salary of £22 with
seconded by Mr W. Roberts, a vote of thanks wag rations.—On the motion of Capain Mytton, it was
accorded to Mrs Dugdale and Lord Powis.—The | | decided to reduce the number of applicants to two,
number of inmates in the House was 75, compared | ' | those of John Jones, shoemaker, Llanllwchaiarn,
with 71 in the same week of last year.—The appli- | | Newtown, and William Probert, tailor, Whittington.
cation of the Master for providing the inmates with —he Master, in reply to questions, stated a shoe-

Reporting to the Board of Guardians (1897) ....

= mprav \Vawvan e

MASTER’S REPORT.

The Master (Mr T. Aubrey Jones) reported that
Mrs Marshall Dugdale had invited the girls from
the House to meet other girls to have tea in the

the usual Christmas dinner was granted.

LLANFYLLIN.

CRICKET.—On Wednesday, by the courtesy of

' | maker would be an acquisition at the Homse to
* | mend the inmates’ boots, The tailoring was
attended to by a man who came to the House three
times a week.—On the motion of Mr W, Jones,
seconded by Mr D. Jones (Guilsfield), John Jones

(aged 23) was unanimously appointed.—This was
B | all the business.

the committee of the Town Cricker Ciub, a match
was played between Lianfyllin Conuty School and
Oswestry Modern School, on an excellent pitch
(kindiy prepared by Mr W Jorwerth Rowland) in
Bodfach Park, and reaulted in a wino for the home
team by 15 runms. After the match the visitors
were entertained to tea in tke large schoolroom in
the recently-opened new buildings. The tea was
kindly provided by the following parents and
friends of the boys of the home team:—Mrs Ellis
Roberts (Manor House), Mrs Jones (Rectory), Mrs
E Watkins (Bank Place), Mrs E Hawke Dawe, Mrs
Richards (Greenhall), Miss H Cole-Buker, Mrs
Aubrey Jones (The Union), Mrs Parry (The Pentre),
Mrs Davies (Lledfron), Mrs O V Pughe (Penybryn),
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Cricket (1900)

More Jones’ ....
(1898)

Mrs Egerton (Pendalog). The arrangements for | 1¥
tea were kindly undertaken by Miss H Cole-Beker. | t
ScHoOL RoARD. Fridav —Prasant . M R 1
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ALL NAMED JONES.

A curious incident in waich persons bearing
the same name were concerned occurred at
the Llaniy!lin Police-court on Friday, and
caused amusement on all hands when the
coincidence was discovered. The mmaster of a
local workbouse named Mr. Aubrey Jones
charged a tramp, whose name was John Jones,
with refusing to do his allotted task. The police-
msn who had the custody of the defendant was
named Jones. and the porter who gave evidence
signed his name as Johu Jones. The magis-
trate, Mr. John Jones, in sentencing vrisoner,

intimated that for 21 days at least there would
: be one vones less in Llanfyllin.
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Mary Jones, Matron, died in October 1904.

The late Mrs Aubrey Jones
As announced Last week Mrs Jones wife of Mr Thos Aubrey Jones, master to
tlanfyllin tnion Workhouse, died on Thursday Llast week. Mrs Jones had been
matron of the Workhouse since November 1877, She ewjogeo{ the esteem and
vespect of all with whom she was brought into contact, and the keen personal
Lnterest she took in thelr welfare endeared her to all the inmates of the
Workhouse. The funeral took place on Tuesday when the remains were lato in
Pendref burial ground. There was a very large number of relatives, friends and
sympathisers present. The service was conducted by the Rev ) C Jones,
Llanfyllin, Rev Deinlol Jones, Llanrhaiady and Rev Edward Jones
Llanfechain. Some of the beautiful wreaths were sent by the following:-
"Husband and family"; "Heber and sally'; "eddie and willle; Mr and Mrs
Jewlf%m Davies, Wrexham; My and Mrs Marshall Dugdale, LLWWL; Miss Rhoda
Pugh, Oswestry); My C,Lgm owewn, Lla w{gLL’m; Miss Davies, Oswestry); My and
Mrs ) C,rifﬁtl/\s Newtoww; "From Sarah", Mr and Mrs Owen, Rhggcog; M )
Cowan, Melfod; Mr and Mrs Jones, Sweeny; Mrs Parry, Pentre; Mr Bvans and

family, qwern y beilliaid; Mrs € Lloyd, waenllys and Mr R O Roberts,
Ystym Colwyn.

County Times, November 5t, 1904
and the Guardians recorded ...
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Again the Guardians had to consider the issue of the joint appointment of Master and Matron.

However on this occasion, the posts were not advertised and the Guardians moved swiftly
to fill the vacancies. Thomas Aubrey Jones again became Master and his daughter, Norah,
became Matron.




In August 1905, the Master’s health problems were treated
sympathetically by the Guardians
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In the following October, Thomas Aubrey Jones
announced his intention to re-marry .....
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.... and the marriage took place the following month.

4 ‘ MARRIAGES. | )
JONES—HUGHES—Dec. 2nd, 1905, at the Con-
- gregational Church, Weston-Super-Mare, by the
E{m'. R. Cymon Lewis, irom uhe residance c¢f
John R. Lieyd, Esq., solicitor, Bristcl (brother
of taa bride), Mr T. Aubrey Jones, The Union,
Llanfyllin, to Mrs Iughes, late of Bwlchy-
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In September 1909, Thomas Aubrey Jones tendered his resignation as Master.




The vacancy was
advertised, attracting 13
applicants. Amongst the
candidates was

Heber Aubrey Jones, son
of Thomas Aubrey Jones.
His application did not
attract sufficient support
and Thomas Astley was
appointed.
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Heber Aubrey Jones became a journalist initially
working on the Oswestry Advertizer. He
subsequently moved to Derbyshire and worked as a
Journalist at the ‘Derbyshire Times’ for 35 years. He
was the reporter for public and social events that
happened in the Eastern division of the county.

IT wiLL PAY vou to
Music Salon, Broad-street, Newtown.

PENSIONED.—By adding four years to his
service of 32 years, the Board of Guardians have
granted a pension of £75 to the retiring Master of
the Workhouse, Mr Aubrey Jones.

MasTEr AND Martron.—A letter has been
received by the Board of Guardians relating to
the appointment of Mr and Mrs Astley as master
and matron of the Workhouse.
their want of experience in a poor-law institution,
the Board intimated that they would defer their
decision in regard to the appointments until they
had been employed for six months, at the end of
which time the Board would like a report as to
the manner in which the Master and Matron had
discharged their duties.
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LLANFYLLIN.
pay a visit to the County

Adverting to

The County Times reported on 9
November 1909 ....

In their retirement, Thomas
Aubrey and Susannah Jones
moved to Rhyl where Thomas
died on 23rd Nov 1912 aged 63.
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